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Admiral B T XF © 


TO T MH 0 


Rt. Hon. V- P**, Eſq; 


EKM MMK Ex Ex 
8 


KXEXXA Am extremely obliged to you 
„ # for your kind and diſintereſted 
& I & Intentions, though they pro- 
MXN ved ineffectual; and as I have 

received convincing Proofs of 
your Humanity and Impartiality, permit 
me to trouble you with an exact Account 
of my unprecedented Hardſhips. 


'B Tn 


C23: 


1 am now on the very Brink of Eter- 
nity; I am ſummoned by my temporal 
Judges to appear on Monday next before 
a more diſcerning Tribunal ; but I forgive 
my Enemies, as I deſire Forgiveneſs from 
the Almighty. | 


According to the modern Interpreta- 
tion of our Law, whoever ſhall be 
lucky enough to eſcape the Broadfides 
of the Enemy, muſt be expoſed to a 
ſtill more dangerous Artillery; inſomuch, 
that a violent Death, either abroad or 
at home, ſeems to be the only melancholy 
Alternative left thoſe, who ſhall be raſh 
enough to enter, or continue in a Service, 
which has no other Rewards than Loſs 
of Life and Loſs of Honour to recom- 
mend it : Since mere Accuſation, if but 
prudently founded on the 12th Article 
of War, is ſufficient to enſure Execu- 
tion. 


I remember, That Court Martials in 
my younger Days were held to be Courts 
of Honour and Confcienee ; and by thele 
Rules only, was the Conduct of our 
Commanders to be tried. Our naval 
Judges were then indeed unſkilled in 
the Niceties of Special Pleaaing, and 
were determined rather by the plain 
Merit 


ts] 


Merits of the Cafe, than the dubious 
Phraſeology of the Statute; if the Party 
appeared innocent in point of Fact, 
they never dreamed of pronouncing him 
guilty in point of Law; and could not 
reconcile to themſelves, the injurious 
Abſurdity of inflicting the Penalty of 


Guilt upon Innocence, becauſe the inex-- 


plicit Penning of an Article might ſeem 
to render both equally obnoxious to it.— 
If Neceſſity required ſome Latitude to 
be taken, they thought themſelves at li- 
berty, rather to make free with the Let- 
ter of the Law, than the Life of the Sub- 
ject; eſpecially, where the rigid Inter- 
pretation of the former muſt include a 
kind of legal Murder, with reſpect to 
the latter. 5 


Hence, all Apologies for the Sake of 
their own Conſciences, and Remonſtrances 
of Injuſtice done the Priſoner, were at 
that Time both unneceſſary and unknown; 
nor were they held to be leſs conſcientious 
Judges, for not being more ſcrupulous 
Lawyers. 


I little throught of living to ſee the 
Day, when Omni/cience ſhould be ex- 
pected as a neceſſary Qualification in a 
Sea-Officer ; neceſſary, not only to the 

= Security 
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Security of his Fortune and Reputation; 

but even of his Life itſelf; for if Error 
in Judgment is to be held Capital, I may 
venture to affirm, that few Officers will 
be able long to outlive the Date of their 
Commiſſions ; unleſs Tnfallibity could be 
communicated with their Iſtructions; a 
Preſervative I would have recommended 
to the previous Confideration of thoſe 
who have ſo lately ſubmitted their Con- 


ſciences to the Yoke of fo depopulating a a 
Doctrine. 


However, it muſt be confeſſed, this 
modern Doctrine of murdering for Miſ- 
take, may poſſibly be attended with one 
Advantage at leaſt ; for as it is probable, 
no naval Commander can ſurvive more 
than one Expedition, the great Expence 
of Superanuation will thereby be ſaved to 
the Governmeut ; and, indeed, the an- 
nual Supplies for the Service of the Navy 
in a great Meaſure annihilated, from the 
Scarcity of Officers that will be found fo 
prodigal of their Life and Honour as to 
engage in a Service rendered fo unayoid- 
ably deſtructive to both, 


You will eafily perceive, that theſe 
Reflections proceed from the Determina- 
tion of a tate Court-Martial ; a Determi- 

nation, 


11 

nation, which has not only alarmed the 
Public in general, but laid the very Judges 
themſelves under the inconſiſtent Ne- 
ceſſity of diſclaiming the Equity of their 
own Sentence; and implored for the Sake 
of their own Conſciences, as well as in 
Juſtice io me, that the very Execution 
might be averted, which their own Reſo- 
lutions had authorized, 


But, it ſeems, thoſe Gentlemen were 
betrayed into this Violence on their Con- 
ſcience, by the limited Reſtriction of the 
Word NEGLIGENCE in the 12th Article 
of War; yet how is it poſſible the Pe- 
& nalty of Negligence ſhould affect Error 

in Judgmeut (the only. Point pretended 

to be proved in this Caſe) ; are theſe by 
any Conſtruction to be made ſynonimous 
Terms, or can wilful Omiſſion and miſ— 
talen Apprebenſion include the ſame Idea, 
or deſerve the ſame Puniſhment.— If 
then, by the whole Tenor of the Evi- 
dence, as well as by the very Reſolutions 
of the Court themſelves, it appears, that 
I could only have erred in point of 
Judgment; by what Rule in Law, E- 
guity, or Grammar, my Judges could 
think themſelvs obliged to find me 
guilty under the penal Article of Neg- 
SR  ligence, 
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ligence, I am not learned enough to 


diſcover. 


Vet, ſurely theſe literal Interpreters 
of our martial Statutes, who think them- 
ſelves bound to fo critical an Obſervance 
of the mere Word, ought at leaſt to. be as 
critically exact, in not miſtaking the 
Meaning of itHad this been the Caſe, 
I may, without any offence, ſuppoſe, 


that erroneous Judgment would never 1 


have been held, to fall within the In- 


tendment of penal Negligence, and that 


conſequently my Condemnation ſeems 
to be as little conſonant to the Letter 


of the Lau, as it ſeems to have been 


fo the Conſcience of the ayer: 
After their whole Art had been 


exhauſted, in conjuring up alarming 
Spectres of Cowardice, Treachery, and 


Treaſon, to ſee them all vaniſh at laſt, 


in a diſputable Point of Diſcipline only, 
muſt afford Matter of Amazement; but 
to ſee. theſe very tricking Magicians {till 
triumph, in having impoſed on the Cre- 
dulous, and ſecured their deſtined Prey 
in the word-catching Spell of a legal Quib- 
ble, cannot fail of exciting, at once, 
the Pity, and Indignation of a deluded 


People. 
. A Law 
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A Law, when either artfully of 
- inadvertently penned, may become a 
Snare to the Innocent; and I have 


been informed, that this very Word 


Negligence, when debated in Parliament, 
was propoſed to be entirely left out of 
the Article, as being of no Significance ; 
but what Uſe might on a proper Occa- 
fion be made of it, thoſe beſt foreſaw, 
who were ſo ſtrenuous for its ſtanding 


a Part of the Law, under a Pretence, 


that it could never be conſtrued in any 
other Senſe, than ſuch a Neglect as in- 
plied either Cowardice or Diſaffeftion— 
How miſtaken theſe Gentlemen were 
in their Opinion, or how ſucceſsful 
in their Policy, Experience has now 
evinced ; fince we find Bravery and 
Loyalty are by no means ſufficient 
Sureties' for the Life and Honour of an 
Officer, when any political Intereſts 
come in Competition with them, 


Not to be wiſer than Providence has 


ordained, nay, not to think in tif 


| ſame Manner with the Court that tries 
you, has now the Sanction of Prece- 
dent to inflict the moſt capital of all 
Puniſhments ; and yet, whether my 
Judgment, or that of the Court, in 

this 


2 
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this Caſe, partakes moſt of Error, may 
ſtill be a Matter of Speculation. 


Thus far, I will preſume to ſay, that 
let the Queſtion be put — MWhether 
they thought, that IJ, throughout the 
whole Expedition, acted according to the 
beft of my Judgment perſuaded I 
am, every individual of my Judges would 
anſwer in the Affirmative ; and yet in- 
credible to tell, —the Naval Law, it 
ſeems, denounces Death for it.. 
Had not I acted according to the Dic- 
tates of Judgment, I muſt have ftood 
condemned by Myfelf ; having done it, 
I now ſtand condemned by my Country, 
—— Hard Alternative! that includes ei- 
ther Forfeiture of Life, or Violence of 
Conſcience, but I gladly accept the 
former, | 


But upon this modern Principle of 
condemning. for Points of Judgment, let 
us ſuppole I had judged differently 
from what I did, and acted according- 
ly; Might not the Court have done 
the like, by which Means, it is poſſi- 
ble, I might have been convicted for 
doing thoſe very Things which I am 
now to ſuffer Death for having left 


undone; fo that a mere Similitude of 
Thinking 


[ 9] 


Thinking, between the Judges and my- 


ſelf, is to be the only precarious Standard 
of Juſtification. 


It may not be improper to obſerve, 
that the 12th Article of War, after the 
Words —or ſhall not do his Utmoſt to 
take or deſtroy every Ship — adds — 
which it ſhall be his DUTY to engage, 
&C.— Do not theſe latter Words im- 
ply a Reference to the Diſcretion, as 
well as an Injunction on the Yalour, of 
the Commander ? Muſt not my own 
Ideas of Prudence and Diſcipline, in 


many Circumſtances, determine that 


Duty? And. though theſe ſhould ap- 


parently proceed either from Coward:ce, 


Negligence, or Diſaffection, yet unlucki- 


ly, differ from thoſe entertained by my 


Judges on the Occaſion— Shall this a- 
lone be ſufficient Cauſe of Condemna- 
tion? As well may a Priſoner ſuffer Death 


for varying in point of Feature from the 
Preſident. 


The following Remarks on the Re- 
ſolutions themſelves, compared with the 
Evidence given on the Trial, will beſt 
ſerve to juſtify theſe Obſervations. 


C ”= The 


[ 10 ] 
The Court were unanimouſty of 


Opinion, That I made no unneceſſary 
Delay in the Proceedings of the Squa- 


dron under my Command, from the Time 


of my failing from St. Hellens, on 
the 6th of April, to the Time of our 
Arrival off Minorca on the 19th of May: 
My Innocence in this Point, is now eſta- 
bliſhed by an Authority, which, I be- 
lieve, no one will ſuſpe& of any partial 
Impreſſions in my Favour, 


They alſo admit, chat upon the Fleet's 
getting Sight of Minorca, on the Morn- 


ing of the 19th of May, that I detached 


three Frigates (the Pham, Cheſterfield, 
and Dolphin) a-head, with Orders to 
Captain Harvey of the Phenix, to 
endeavour to land a Letter from me 
to Lieutenant - General Blakeney, and 
to make Obſervations of what Batte- 
ries or Forts the Enemy might be poſ- 
ſsſſed of along the Shore: And that thoſe 
Frigates were got a-head of the Fleet, 
and in Shore; and the Phænix clole to 
the Lair of Mahon ; and were endeavour- 
ing to execute thoſe Orders, till they were 
called off, between Eleven and Twelve 
o' Clock, by Signal from me, upon Diſ- 
covery of the French Fleet in the 'South- 
Eaſt Quarter: And that the Fleet ſtood 

| towards 


[5x45] 


towards the Enemy the remaining Part 
of the Day, with Calms and little Winds, 
till they tacked in the Evening: And 
alſo that I proceeded properly, upon Diſ- 
covery of the French Fleet, to ſtand to- 
wards them. | 


Thus fos my Conduct was juſtified, 
even in the Opinion of the Court; yet that 
Conduct which before was pronounced 
proper, upon the Whole, was afterwards 
deemed improper in Part ; for it appear'd, 
that Major-General Stuart, Lord Eying- 
ham, and Colonel Cornwallis, with about 
Thirty Officers, and ſome Recruits, a- 
mounting in the Whole to about 100, 
belonging to the different Regiments in 
Garriſon at St. Philip's, were on board 
the Ships of the Squadron; and there- 
fore the COURT were of OPINION, ' 
that as ſo great a Number of Officers 
were on board the Fleet, belonging to 
the Garriſon of St. Philip's, where they 
muſt neceſſarily be much wanted, I ought 
to have put them on board one of the 
Frigates I fent a-head, in order to have 
been landed, if found practicable ; and 
if not landed before I ſaw the French 
Fleet, 1 ought to have left the Frigate to 
S :: have 
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have endeavoured to land them, notwith- 
ſtanding I did ſee the * 8 F leet. 


But, Sir, when the: Fleet hind off 
Minorca, ſeveral Ships were diſperſed 1 
and I was obliged to proportion my 
Sail, in order to enable the Ships fal- 
len 'a-ſtern, during the Night, to rejoin 
me. — The Officers belonging to the- 
Garriſon were diſtributed throughout the 
different Ships of the Fleet; and could 
not be put on board any one of the Fri- 
gates at that Time, without ſome Hours 
Delay. — Would not this Delay have 
been inexcuſeable, when the whole Fleet 
was advancing with a freſh Gale of Wind, | 
and fair for the Harbour ? + 


But why were theſe Officers to be 
put on board the Frigate ? What Cir- 
cumſtance then rendered this extraor- 
dinary Precaution neceflary ? — Was the 
Enemy in Sight ? — Was their Appear- 
ance at that preciſe Point of Time to 
be expected? — If not, was not the 
Britiſh Fleet then advancing towards 


the Caſtle, as well, as the Frigates ; 


and if the latter found a Communica- 
tion practicable, might not the Officers 
have been embarked on board one of 

= them 


[ x3}. 
them, in a very ſhort Space of Time? 
— Could I, without the Letter I ſent to 
General Blateney had been landed, 
fibly know that the Fate of the Gar- 
riſon depended on the inſtantaneous Diſ- 
embarkation of a few Officers ? — Or, 


when the Enemy's F leet appeared fleets: 
ing towards ours, and was known to 


be ſuperior to it, would not any Weak- 
ening of our Force have been a very 


injudicious, not to ſay a culpable, Mea- 


ſure; eſpecially as the Fleet was badly 


manned, and ſickly? — Were not the 
Men belonging to the Frigates neceſ- 


ſary; and were they not actually dif- 


tributed to reinforce the Line of Battle 


Ships ? — Was the Preſervation of a 


| Frigate, and ſuch a Number of Officers 
of Rank, to elaim no Part of my At- 
tention ? Would not my leaving them, 
(had any Aceident happened) been held 
a kind of -abatidoning of them to the 
Enemy, who were then Maſters of the 
Harbour? And might I not then have 
been expoſed to that very Cenſure 
which I have now incurred for not 


doing it ? 


The Court did admit, that Swen the 


Time of firſt ſeeing the French Fleet 


in the Morning of the 19th. of May, till 
our Flect weathered the French about- 


Noon 
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Noon the 2oth, I took proper Meaſures 
to gain and keep the Wind of the Enemy, 
and to form and cloſe the Line of Battle: 
And that the Van of our Fleet up- 


on the Starboard Tack, , ſtretched. be- 


yond the Rear of the Enemy's Fleet; 
and that our whole Fleet then tacked all 


together, by Signal; the Enemy's Fleet 


lying at the ſame Time to Leeward, in a 
Line of Battle a-head on the Larboard 
Tack, under their Topſails, with their 
Maintopſails ſquare: And, that immedi- 
ately after our Fleet was about upon the 
Larboard Tack, our Rear was conſiderably 
farther to Wind ward of the Enemy's Rear, 
than our Van was of their Van. 


The COURT indeed were of OPI- 
NION, that when the Britiſb Fleet, on 
the Starboard Tack, were ſtretched a- 
breaſt, or about the Beam of the Enemy's 
Line, I ſhould have tacked the Fleet al- 
together, and immediately have con- 
ducted it on a direct Courſe for the 
Enemy; the Van ſteering for the Ene- 
my's Van, the Rear for their Rear; each 
Ship for her oppoſite Ship in the Enemy's 
Line, and under ſuch a Sail as might 
have enabled the worſt failing Ship, un- 
der all her plain Sajl, to preſerve her 


Station. | 
1 Ag 


[15] 
As this * is founded merely 
on a diſputable Point of Diſcipline, with 
regard to the Propriety of diſpoſing the 
Ships for the Attack, nothing criminal, 
at leaſt, can be inferred from it. It feems 
my pretended Error (for no harder Term 
can my moſt ſanguinary Oppoſers give 
it] conſiſts, 1ſt, In ſuffering the Van 
of our Fleet to ſtretch beyond the Rear 
of the Enemy's. 2dly, In not tacking 
when the two Fleets were a-breaſt of 
each other, and bearing right down on 
the Enemy. And, gdly, In not mak- 
ing all ſuch Sail as would have enabled 
the worſt ſailing Ship (under all her 
plain Sail) to preſerve her Station. How 
conſonant ſuch a Conduct may be to 
any new Syſtem of our modern Diſci- 
plinarians, I will not pretend to fay ; 
but certain I am, that it is contrary to 
| the Doctrine as well as Practice of e- 
very prudent, good, or great Officer 
Jever knew or have heard of; and in- 
deed, who (tho ever ſo little ſkilled in 
naval Knowledge) does not ſee the Pro- 


priety rather of approaching the Enemy 


with a Broadſide than with the Stem 


only towards them, as the latter muſt _ 


inevitably ſubject your Ships to be 
raked ; and probably render them diſ- 


abled for Action before they can pro- 


perly come into it.— Was not this even 
juſtified 


[26] 
juſtified by the Event, in the very En- 

gagement under Conſideration ; ſince the 
Intrepid, from being thus indiſcreetly 
conducted to Action, was diſabled with- 

out being, able to do her Antagoniſt any 
apparent Damage ; to avoid this Incon- 
venience it was, that I ſtretched beyond 
the Enemy's Rear before 1 tacked, that 
I might, by a ſlanting Courſe, place my 
Ships againſt thoſe they were to en- 
gage with their Broadſides towards them, 
and which could only be effected by 
this Method ; a Method. the more un- 
exceptionable as the French Fleet was 
laying to receive me. Nor is this new 
Doctrine of engaging the Enemy, under 
a Croud of Sail, to be juſtified either 
by Authority or Experience. It was the 
invariable Rule of the brave Ruſſel, and 
the able Rooke, never to hazard a Diſ- 
order on the Brink of Action, by croud- 
ing Sail, and making the Attack with 
Precipitation; eſpecially when, as in 
this Caſe, the Enemy waited the At- 
tack, and chere was no Reaſon to ap- 
prehend they would avoid an Engage- 
ment, 


We appears, that ſoon after the Fleet 
was. upon the Lardoard Tack I made 
Signals for leading two Points to Star- 
board, which. brought. the Wind upon 

or 
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or abaft the Beam, and the Ships con- 
tinued that Courſe, nearly a-head of 


each other, till I made the Signal for 


Battle: And I made the Signal for Bat- 


tle, about twenty Minutes after Two 
o' Clock ; At which Time the French 
Fleet were ſtill lying to the Leeward, 


| with their Maintopfails ſquare, as be- 


fore- mentioned; and that our Van was 
conſiderably nearer to their Van, than 
qur Rear was to their Rear. That up- 


on the Signal being made for Battle, 
the Ships of our Van Diviſion bore 
down properly for the Ships oppoſed 


to them in the Enemy's Line, and en- 


5 gaged them, till the five headmoſt Ships 


of the Enemy went away to Leeward, 
out of Gun ſhot. That the ſternmoſt 
Ships of our Van Diviſion, the Intrepid, 
o_ hauled up, and engaged about 
ten Minutes, or a Quarter of an Hour, 
loſt her Foretopmaſt a little before Three 
o' Clock, 8 


It was the OPINION of the COURT, 
that inſtead of ſhortening Sail, I ought to 
have made the Trident's and Princeſs 
Louiſa's Signals to make more Sail ; and 
that I ought alſo to have ſet ſo much Sail 
myſelf, as would have enabled the Cullo- 
den (the worſt ſailing Ship in my Diviſion) 
to have kept her Station with all her own 

D - Sal 


| 
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Sail ſet, in order to have got down, with 
as much Expedition as poſſible, to the 
Enemy, and thereby have properly ſup- 
ported the Van Diviſion. 

- believe this is the firſt Inſtance of fo 
fatal a Streſs laid upon ſo inconſiderable a 


| Space of Time: But would not the Can- 
dour and Ingenuity of this Opinion have 


appeared much more conſpicuous, had the 
Diſadvantages accruing from this pre- 
tended Crime of mine been more particu- 
tarly ſpecified, viz. How far, by this 
means, the Rear of our Fleet was ſepara- 
ted from the Van——and How long re- 
tarded from cloſing with, and engaging, 
the Enemy. If our Fleet went (as ap- 
pears by the Evidence it did) about two 


| Knots and a half or three Knots an Hour, 


could this heinous Shortening of Sail (as 
the Ship was ſtill under Way notwith- 
ſtanding) be ſuppoſed to have leſſened her 
Way much more than a Cable's Length, 
and as the Enemy's Ships were lying to 
receive the Attack, could any Inconve- 
nience attend ſo momentary an Interrup- 


tion ? 


The COURT were of OPINION, that 
I ated wrong, in directing the Firing of 
the Ramillies to becontinued before I had 
placed her at a proper Diſtance from the 


Enemy; as I, thereby, not only threw 


away Shot uſeleſsly, but occaſioned a 
Smoke, which prevented my ſeeing the 


119 

Motions of the Enemy, and the Poſition 
1 the Ships immediately a-head of the 

amillies. a | 
Here, it ſeems, is an allowed Impedi- 
ment to the Ramillies's continuing to go 
down; and might not his be the Cauſe of 
that Separation and Retardment before» 
mentioned? Nay, if the Authority of 
Evidence may be allowed to have any 
Weight againſt that of the Court, this 
actually was the Cauſe, and only Cauſe 
of them: Can I then be blameable for 
the Conſequences of an Accident which 
did not depend upon me, or could poſli- 
bly be foreſeen or prevented by me? As 
to my permitting the Fire of, the Ramil- 
lies to be continued, ſureh ino Seamen 
acquainted with Action, can heſitate to 
R it a prudent Meaſure under the 
Zircumſtances - which then exiſted, — 
Might not the Smoke diſtreſs the Enemy 
in taking a deliberate and ſure Aim at the 
Ramillies as the was bearing down; and, 
by that Means, prevent her being diſabled 
before ſhe could get into cloſe Action, 
which it appears I declared to be. my - 
Intention? — Nay, did not this very 
Continuation of the Fire, criminal as it is 
cenſured to be, drive one. of the” French 
Ships out of the Line, after having. brought 
down her Topſail-Yard ? So that the only 
Damage, apparently done the Enemy's 


whole Fleet, was the Effect of this Fire, 


| [ 20 ] 


which by the Court was pronounced 


wrong, and to have thrown away his Ma- 


jeſty's Shot uſeleſsly. La 
Though 11 offered as particular a 
Refutation to the Articles of my Con- 
demnation, as my preſent Circumſtances 
will admit, yet even ſuppoſing them to 
ſand in full Force againft me, can any thing 
be reaſonably inferred from them to m 
Prejudice, beyond the pardonable Frailty of 
human Judgment ?——Where, Sir, is the 
Cowardice, Negligence, and DiſaffeFion, 
which the People have been tutored to 
demand, and the Law has been ſaid to 
denounce Death for? — If theſe are the 
penal Words contained in the 12th Arti- 
cle of War, ſet us aſk, —Am not I by my 
Sentence, declared innocent of Cowardice? 
Ves. Am not I declared innocent of 
Diſaffection? — Yes. — Am not I pro- 
nounced guilty of Negligence? — No. — 
If the Word Negligence is not expreſſed 
in the Reſolutions it muſt either be im- 
plied, or not implied in them: If the 
former, how does the Sentence of the 
Court ſquare with my Conduct? If the 
latter, how does my Conduct ſquare with 
the Sentence of the Court ? — But it 
ſeems, thoſe magical Characters of the 
Law, SHALL NOT Do His UTMOST, 
were, what puzzled the Equify of the 


Martial Bench ; yet ſhall Words, which 


of themſelves are vague and indeterminate, 
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be thought ſufficient to determine tlie 
Death of a Subject? 1 
Though I am now to experience the 
laſt Rigour of my Fate, I ſtill have the - 
Conſolation to think, that Ignominy is 
not always the Conſequence of Puni/h» 
ment; and what js almoſt ſingular, that 
my Sentence on my Monument would af- 
ford a Record of my Innocence. | 

But now, a very ſhort Time will re-. 
lieve me from the Perſecutions, and fruſ- 
trate the farther Malice of my Enemies. 
Nor do I envy them a Life ſubje& to the 
Senſations of my Injuries, and the unpre- 
cedented Injuſtice they have done me muſt. 
create, unleſs their Conſciences are ab-. 
ſolutely ſeared, I doubt not but Juſtice 
will be done to my Reputation hereafter. 
The deluded World will fee thro' the 
Manner and Cauſe of raiſing and keep- 
ing up the popular Clamour and Prejudice 
againſt me. I ſhall be conſidered as a 
Victim deſtined to divert the. Indignation 
and Reſentment of the Public from the 
proper Objects. My Enemies muſt now 
be ſenſible of my Innocence, unleſs they 
are blinded by Partiality. Happy for me 
that I know my own Innocence, and am 
conſcious, that no Part of my Country's * 
Misfortunes can be owing, to me. I fin- 
cerely wiſh--the ſhedding of my Blood 
may contribute to the Happineſs and 
Service of my Country: But I till de- 


date, Ar 1 Hicke diſcharged 


Command proved too weak to 


and Diſaffection: But who can be pte- 
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25 : give them as TI dv, and 
Dlltreis of their Minde, ‚ 
| of theis Conſciences, may be rehieved and 
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ty according to the beſt of my ful ments 


and am extremely forry, that my t des. 


vours were not attended With mo Stic- 
&ſ and that the Armin une 74 


in 


ſo important an Expedition. M. 
acquits me of the Cinis of Sa 


ng in Opinion por a udpes, 
yet if the Weber fi udgment fiouſd hap- | 
Pen 10 be on their Sides! The Lord für- 
grant that the 
Undaſineß 


ſabſide, as my Reſentriicut© has torts." 4 
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fall to reward tl. = ne 
ſuſſer bh Saler to. go e 1 
could willinply proceed, Sir, But you know 
"Time is very ort, and that L ought] 
to make much of every Moment, theres : 
fore, the Blefling of a dyin 1 85 Nan FTE eng 
you; and farewel for ever! e 
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